
In the Apiary in March   Nigel Salmon.

1 Source of water for bees
2 Spring clean – floor
3 Check hive activity – queenlessness
4 Heft hives – feed if necessary
5 Super advanced hives
6 Spring varroa treatment if necessary

Early February gave us a week of unbroken sunshine and the bees
took full advantage, bringing in quantities of pollen from crocuses and
blackthorn.  If the spring build up goes ahead quickly we may well have
to watch out for swarms as early as the end of March from those more
advanced colonies.  If the weather breaks for any length of time then we
will have to watch those same colonies’ food situation, which could
become critical very quickly.  Bumblebees have made an early
appearance this year, but I don’t think they will initiate nest building
until they can find a reliable food source.

By the time you read these notes, spring will be well on the way, with
some warmer days when bees can forage a little more freely.  This year,
crocuses will likely have finished flowering, with pussy willows probably
already well into flower.  It is the male pussy willow that is of most
benefit to the bees, yielding prodigious amounts of pollen and nectar at
a time when little else is on offer.  (The female catkins offer nectar
alone, so although of benefit to the bees, are visited less frequently.)
Hives situated near to these trees always seem to do well, just so long as
the weather is not too unkind.  Bumblebee queens (at least those species
that emerge from hibernation earlier in the year) can also be seen
collecting pollen and nectar prior to colony initiation.  They need to
consume the pollen for their ovaries to mature, which then stimulates
them to go ‘house-hunting’.

Brood rearing will now be going on apace, with the queen re-laying
cells as they become vacant as well as extending the total area of brood
as the cluster grows in size.  The bees’ need for water will now increase
– some of this will be licked up from cold surfaces in the hive but by far
the majority needs to be brought in from outside.  If there is no nearby
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